
Important Dates

20 July-31 August Summer Holidays

1 September Autumn Term Starts & Staff Training Day (School Closed)

2 September Year 7 & 11 Pupils Start

3 September Year 8, 9 & 10 Pupils Start

23 September Year 11 Parents’ Evening

7 October Open Evening & Year 7 Settling-in Evening

26-30 October October Half-term

13 July 2026 - 17 July 2026

Weekly Bulletin

Hodge Hill College ParentPay MyEd Birmingham City Council

Useful Links

Arrangements for the Start of the Autumn Term 2026

From Tuesday 1 September 2026, we will be staggering pupils’ return to school as follows:

Pupils Return/At Home

Tuesday 1 September 2026 Staff Training Day - School Closed to All Pupils

Wednesday 2 September 2026 Years 7 & 11 Start School at 08:30

Thursday 3 September 2026
All Year Groups Start at 08:30

Friday 4 September 2026

Free School Meals

Could your child be entitled to free school meals from September 2026?

If you receive Universal Credit or other benefits, your child may be eligible for free school meals. The rules
have changed, so more families now qualify.

Please apply and we’ll check this for you — we’re happy to help.

Please note: Although parents/carers can apply now under the new criteria, eligibility will not commence 
until 1 September 2026.

https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
https://www.myedschoolapp.com/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20014/schools_and_learning
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/freeschoolmeals


Keeping your child's account topped up has never been easier. With ParentPay's Auto Top-Up feature, you can set up
automatic payments on a weekly or monthly schedule (or when their meal balance gets low) that works for your
household budget. Once set up, your chosen amount will be added automatically, helping to ensure your child
always has funds available for school meals.

That means no last-minute top-ups, no unexpected low-balance surprises, and confidence that your child can access
school meals daily.

Why use Auto Top-Up? 

Peace of mind for you: 
Auto Top-Up helps reduce the risk of low balances and last-minute payments, giving you one less thing to think about
during busy weeks.

Confidence for your child: 
By keeping meal funds available, Auto Top-Up helps ensure your child can access meals without interruption
throughout the school term.

Set up Auto Top-Up in 3 simple steps

1. Choose when to top up:
Select a weekly or monthly schedule or choose to top up when your balance falls below a set amount.

2. Choose your top-up amount:
Decide how much you'd like ParentPay to add to your child's account each time.

3. Relax – ParentPay will do the rest:
Your account will be topped up automatically, helping to ensure funds are available for meals when they're needed.

To get started, log in to ParentPay and set up an Auto Top-Up schedule today.

Last-minute lunch money panic? Solved

We’re Going Phone Free with Yondr

We’re committed to creating a learning environment where every student can thrive. Our young people are growing
up in an increasingly complex world, living their lives on and offline. This presents many exciting opportunities - but
also academic, emotional and social challenges. Beginning Wednesday 2 September 2026, we will launch the Yondr
Phone-Free Schools Programme. This isn’t just about limiting screen time, it’s about giving pupils the space to think
deeply, engage meaningfully, and thrive in an environment designed for their growth. 
 
For over a decade, Yondr has supported schools in more than 40 countries to build healthier, more engaging school
cultures. Their pouch-based program, combined with hands-on guidance and dedicated support, has led to powerful
results: 

86% reported improved safety and pupil wellbeing 
84% saw increased engagement in class 
44% reduced behavioural referrals 

 
How the Programme Works
 
Each pupil will be assigned a Yondr pouch - a secure, lockable case for storing personal electronic devices. Pupils are
responsible for bringing their pouch to and from school each day and keeping it in good condition. 

Family Summer Holiday Places Guide

Looking for family-friendly ideas this summer? This guide brings together great local places to visit, from country
parks and adventure attractions to rainy-day activities, with useful tips and contact details all in one place:

📥Download Family Summer Holiday Places Guide

https://www.overyondr.com/yondr-global
https://www.overyondr.com/yondr-global
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/news/?pid=38&nid=1&storyid=273


 
Upon arrival: Pupils power off all smart technology including their mobile phones, smart watches and air pods,
place all devices in the pouch, and lock it in front of their tutor
During the day: Pupils keep the locked pouch in their bag
At dismissal: Pupils unlock pouches at designated stations to retrieve their devices. The phone is taken home by
the pupil ready for the next school day

 
This process is quick, simple, and will be supervised by staff as part of our daily routine. 
 
Staying Connected
 
With pupil safety as our top priority, we will follow our standard safety protocols in the event of an emergency. If you
need to reach your child during the school day, please contact our School Office at 0121 783 7807. 
 
We know that change takes partnership – and we’re here to support a smooth transition for your family. If you have
any questions, please email enquiry@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk. 

Rising prices can make life's little treats harder to afford, especially during the school holidays when costs build up for
families. The Government is determined to help, and that is why last month the Chancellor announced the Great
British Summer Savings scheme.

From 25 June 2026 to 1 September 2026, the Government is temporarily cutting VAT from 20% to 5% on children's
meals in restaurants, children and family tickets to cinemas, theatres, concerts and exhibitions, and admission to a
wide range of attractions. 

Combined with free bus travel during August for children aged 5 to 15 in England, families and young people will be
able to enjoy experiences that make summer special, including visits to the kinds of cultural and educational
attractions that enrich children's lives outside the classroom.

This forms part of a broader effort by the Government to ease financial pressures on families. From ending the two-
child limit and expanding free school meals, to rolling out free breakfast clubs and delivering 30 hours of free
childcare, the Government is taking action to put more money back into parents’ pockets and give every child the
best possible start in life.

As part of this campaign, the Government has launched an attraction finder website which allows families to type in
their postcode and find participating venues near them to make the most of summer savings. To use the attraction
finder, please visit https://summersavings.gov.uk.

Great British Summer Savings

Happy Safe, Summer from West Midlands Police

The summer holiday is fast approaching, it is important our students are reminded what we, as a school community,
expect of them in terms of behaviour while they are enjoying socialising with friends and family during the break. We
also want to ensure they feel confident to keep themselves safe and away from crime and anti-social behaviour.

Parents/carers and students should already be aware that as part of our safeguarding arrangements, the school has a
two-way information sharing agreement in place with West Midlands Police, and we are active members of the local
Police & Schools Panel. 

This joint approach helps us to intervene early to prevent and reduce crime and anti-social behaviour involving our
students and provide support and up-to-date safety messages.

In partnership with the police, we would like to share key reminders with parents and carers via the letter on our
school website:

🔗 Read Happy Safe, Summer from West Midlands Police letter.

mailto:enquiry@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk
https://summersavings.gov.uk/
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=7175&type=pdf


As a part of your child’s education at Hodge Hill College, we promote personal well-being and development through a
comprehensive Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education programme. PSHE education is the
curriculum subject that gives young people the knowledge, understanding, strategies and practical skills to live safe,
healthy, productive lives and meet their full potential. 

Our PSHE programme is delivered through form-time activities to all year groups and through our Personal
Development weekly lessons to pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9. The Personal Development Curriculum from September
2026 to July 2027, with a list of topics, is available on the school website. 

If you would like to discuss our Personal Development & Tutor Time curriculum, please email
personaldevelopment@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk and a member of staff will be in contact to arrange a meeting.

Personal Development Curriculum

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

Throughout the year, we kindly request your help in supporting other families in need. If your children have
outgrown their old school uniforms, please consider donating them to the School Office. We will collect all donated
uniforms and distribute them to pupils who would greatly benefit from them. Even a single donated item can make a
significant difference.

We are happy to accept donations of new uniforms too. Whether gently used or brand new, your contributions are
greatly appreciated.

Please make sure to wash any used uniforms before donating and ensure they are in good condition. You can send
the uniforms with your child or drop them off at the School Office yourself. We appreciate anything you can provide
to help clothe and equip pupils whose families are facing financial difficulties.

Together, we can ensure that all our students feel comfortable, confident, and ready to learn.

Uniform Donations

Key Stage 3 Assessment and Core Vocabulary Booklets

This term's assessment and core vocabulary booklets are linked below. These booklets feature key vocabulary that
pupils will learn this term, along with definitions. They are organised by subject area for easy reference. This will
support pupils in their comprehension and language development.

Curriculum Handbook

You can find detailed information about the curriculum and the specific subjects and skills your child will be learning
each year on the curriculum page of our website. 

Update to PE Kit - Quarter-zip Top

We are pleased to advise that a quarter-zip top has now been added to our PE kit. This item is available to purchase
from our uniform suppliers, Mansuri Schoolwear and Clive Marks.

Mansuri Schoolwear (Sparkhill)
        754-756 Stratford Road, Sparkhill, Birmingham, B11 4BP

Mansuri Schoolwear (Yewtree)
        163 Yewtree Lane, Yardley, Birmingham, B26 1AY

Clive Mark Schoolwear (Sheldon)
       2286 Coventry Road, Sheldon, Birmingham, B26 3JR

Clive Mark Schoolwear (Wylde Green)
        409-411 Birmingham Road, Wylde Green, Birmingham, B72 1AU

https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/personaldevelopmentcurriculum
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/personaldevelopmentcurriculum
mailto:personaldevelopment@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/curriculum
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/curriculum
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/_site/data/files/pupils/curriculum/073D7AD80D94F507BB7101D1CF35F289.pdf
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/curriculum


Contact Details

Please remember to inform the school of any changes to your contact details. 

This is important because we may need to contact you if your child is injured or taken ill, to provide you with
information about trips and closures or to send you reminders and cancellations of any event. 

Please update and submit any new details via the Change of Pupils Details Form on the MyEd app. Alternatively, you
may visit the School Office to complete an electronic/paper copy of the form.

Confiscated Items

If a pupil has an item confiscated, their parents/carers can pick it up from the School Office after school on the same
day between the following times:

Monday: 16:10-16:45
Tuesday to Thursday: 15:10-16:00
Friday: 13:40-14:30

If parents/carers cannot collect it on the same day, they must pick it up on another day after school. Pupils are not
permitted to collect the item. 

Medical Appointments During the School Day

In order to ensure that your child's learning is not disrupted, it is strongly recommended that non-urgent GP, dentist,
or optometrist appointments are scheduled outside of school hours. 

If your child has a hospital appointment or requires specialist medical care, please inform the school in advance. You
can do so by sending a photo of the appointment letter via MyEd or by submitting it in person to the School Office. A
copy of the letter will then be sent to your child's AC and AAC to authorise the absence.

Medication

As a parent or carer, it is your responsibility to provide the school with accurate and updated information regarding
your child's medical needs. You should also be involved in developing and reviewing your child's individual healthcare
plan. 

If your child has any medical needs or needs to take medication during school hours, please visit the School Office to
complete a Parental Medical Consent Form and drop off any medication that needs to be kept in school.

If your child has asthma, we highly recommend that they always carry an inhaler with them. Please provide us with an
inhaler by dropping it off at the School Office in case of any emergencies, and completing the consent form.

Is my child too ill for school?

We know that, at certain times of the year, children pick up bugs and illnesses. However, please remember that
children can come to school with some illnesses if they feel well enough. The NHS guidance can be accessed online via
the NHS Guidance page.

Zero Tolerance

Please note that Hodge Hill College operates a zero-tolerance policy about verbal and physical aggression.

If you become abusive towards a member of staff, we will need to:

Close down any conversation and not speak with you any further
Ask you to leave and come back another time
If necessary, call the police for assistance

Please be respectful of our staff in the School Office team. They will do their best to help you but in a large school
with several buildings, over 150 members of staff, and approximately 1200 pupils, they may not always be able to find
out what you want to know or locate a member of staff immediately, so please be patient.

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


ParentPay

ParentPay enables parents/carers to make secure payments for their child's lunches and school trips.

ParentPay Activation

When pupils join Hodge Hill College, parents/carers are issued with a ParentPay Activation Letter that contains a
temporary ParentPay username and password. As part of the account activation, the parent/carer will need to
choose an email address and new password to use with ParentPay. Parents/carers should follow the instructions in
the letter, and on www.parentpay.com to successfully activate their account. If you have more than one child at our
school or have children in other schools that use ParentPay, you can create a single account to manage them all.

Forgotten Password

If a parent/carer can't get into their ParentPay account, they should go to www.parentpay.com > For Parents >
Parent Login, and click on the "Forgotten password" link. Parents/carers should not need to contact school to regain
access to ParentPay accounts.

Outstanding Balances

If you have an unpaid balance on your child's ParentPay account, we kindly request you to settle it as soon as
possible by logging into your account. Your child will need to bring their own packed lunch and they will not be able
to use the school canteen until the account is topped up and the debts have been cleared.

If you need help with adding credit to the account, please visit the School Office with your debit card.

FAQs & More Information

FAQs: www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/parentpay 
More information: www.parentpay.com 
Call the School Office: 0121 783 7807

Free School Meals

Who is eligible for Free School Meals?

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:

Universal Credit
Income Support
Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
The guaranteed element of Pension Credit
Child Tax Credit (provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying)

Apply for Free School Meals

We encourage you to apply for Free School Meals through the online service found on our website. You can also
telephone (0121 783 7807) or come into school and complete a Free School Meals application online with a member
of staff if you prefer. 

Please make sure you have the National Insurance Number with you for the named person who receives either
working tax credit/child tax credit and we will be happy to help.

Weekly Lunch Menu

The school lunch menus are available to view on our website and provide an overview of the menu items that will be
served each day. 

http://www.parentpay.com/
http://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/parentpay
http://www.parentpay.com/
http://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/freeschoolmeals
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/lunch


Detentions

Hodge Hill College operates a detention system. If your child is late, misbehaves or doesn’t hand in their homework
on time, they will be given detention at lunchtime or up to 30 minutes at the end of the day. You will usually get a
text or an in-app message on MyEd to inform you. Please ensure your contact details are up to date. For more
serious matters, staff can issue an hour’s detentions after school without giving parents/carers notice.

What the Law Allows

Teachers have the power to issue detention to students (aged under 18) 
Schools must make clear to students and parents/carers that they use detention (including detention outside of
school hours) as a sanction
The times outside normal school hours when detention can be given (the ‘permitted day of detention’) include:

any school day where the student does not have permission to be absent
weekends - except the weekend preceding or following the half-term break
non-teaching days – usually referred to as ‘training days’, ‘INSET days’ or ‘non-contact days'

Parental consent is not required for detentions
As with any disciplinary penalty, a member of staff must act reasonably given all the circumstances

This guidance is available on the Government’s Behaviour in Schools page.

Uniform & Standards

As part of the school’s continued drive to improve standards, we would like all pupils to consistently adhere to the
expectations on appearance, conduct and equipment.  We are a professional environment and as such, we need all
pupils to look smart, professionally conduct themselves and come equipped for their learning.

If a pupil does not meet the standards consistently, they will sit a 30-minute detention. We must have your support
to raise our standards collectively. Please can we remind you that pupils are not permitted to wear nose studs and
patterns and lines are not to be shaved into hairstyles or eyebrows. 

If there are any problems in acquiring uniform, please contact the school and we will endeavour to work with you to
address these issues. Such cases will be treated with due sensitivity and confidence.

Our full school uniform and PE kit list can be found on the uniform page of our website. 

We have introduced a comprehensive new tuition model to support Year 11 pupils' academic progress. Pupils
requiring additional help are identified early through mock exams and subject-led assessments.

Teachers use focused tuition sessions to provide targeted support in small groups. There are dedicated after-school
sessions each week for Maths, English, Science, and other core subjects. Those making significant progress can move
out of the tuition program, while those who require further support may receive more intensive interventions with
subject specialist teachers.

This multi-layered approach aims to collect and utilise data effectively, allowing teachers to adapt and personalise
tuition to meet individual pupils' needs throughout the academic year.

This timetable is available on the tuition page of our website. 

Year 11 After-school Tuition

Extra-curricular Activities & Clubs

At Hodge Hill College, our enrichment and extra-curricular provision provides our pupils with a breadth and balance
of activities designed to broad their horizons, allowing them to develop their own interests and talents. The
programme is an extension of the school’s curriculum and builds on our CARE brand whilst instilling British Values. 

We offer quality provision which provides our pupils with a number of opportunities to develop their resilience,
character and performance. Our sports provision has continued to improve to develop pupils physically and
mentally.

Please note, that all pupils must sign in at reception upon arrival for before-school sessions each morning.

More information and the activities timetable are available on the extra-curricular page of our website. 

https://www.myedschoolapp.com/get
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/uniform.
https://bit.ly/39yoRFb
https://bit.ly/39yoRFb
https://bit.ly/39yoRFb
https://bit.ly/39yoRFb
https://bit.ly/39yoRFb
https://bit.ly/39yoRFb
https://bit.ly/39yoRFb
https://bit.ly/39yoRFb
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/tuition
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/extracurricular


Year 11 Extra Tuition Available Throughout the Week

We are pleased to offer extra tuition sessions for Year 11 pupils throughout the week to help support their learning
and exam preparation. We encourage all parents to check the Year 11 Extra Tuition Timetable for more information.

Learning Wallets, School Bags & Equipment

All pupils have been given a learning wallet containing the equipment they need to bring to school to support their
access to the curriculum. 

This needs to be brought into school every day in a school bag to ensure it is kept safe. Failure to bring in the learning
wallet or school bag will result in a 60-minute detention.

If pupils lose any of their equipment, they are responsible for replacing it. Stationery items are available for purchase
at the Ready to Learn Hub for a nominal amount of 10p per item (cash). 

If your child needs to replace their calculator, you can either provide one or purchase a new one through
ParentPay/the School Office for £15 (cashless).  

Empty learning wallets are also available to purchase through ParentPay/the School Office for £1.70 (cashless). 

Absence Reporting

If your child is going to be absent from school, please let us know before 08:30. You can do this by sending an in-app
message (free of charge) to the Absence Hotline via our MyEd app or calling 0121 783 7807. 

Parents/Carers may be asked to provide medical evidence where there are repeated absences due to reported illness.

Punctuality

All pupils must arrive on time each day to run the school efficiently. Pupils are expected to be on school premises by
08:30. 

The Key Stage 3 and 4 gates will close at 08:37, and any pupil who arrives after this time will need to sign in via the
School Office. 

If a pupil is late for school, they will receive a 30-minute detention on the same day. Similarly, if a pupil is late for a
lesson, they will receive a 30-minute detention on the same day. 

If a pupil is marked late more than once in a day, the detention time will be increased on the same day. 

Parents can access the latest school policies and important documents on the policies page of our website. 

This includes our behaviour and expectations policies, which outline how we promote a safe, inclusive and positive
learning environment and support high standards of conduct for all pupils.

School Policies & Documents

Anxiety

We all experience anxiety at times; it's a completely natural reaction to situations that make us feel vulnerable, scared,
nervous or worried, such as exams or job interviews.

Sometimes though, these tense feelings can start to creep into your everyday life, making it difficult to do regular
things like socialising or going to school or work. When anxiety gets to this point, it can be really overwhelming and
can leave you feeling very down.

Visit the Forward Thinking Birmingham website for more information, when to seek help and to see what support is
available. 

https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/extracurricular
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/policies
https://www.forwardthinkingbirmingham.nhs.uk/anxiety


Translate Our School Website Using Google Translator on Chrome

If you need help understanding information on our school's website, Google Chrome has a built-in translation
feature that can translate the pages into your preferred language. 

To use this, first make sure you have the latest version of Google Chrome installed on your device. Then navigate to
our school's website and click on the three-dot menu icon in the top right corner of Chrome. Select "Translate" from
the menu. This will bring up a sidebar where you can choose which language you want to translate the page into.
Click on your desired language and Chrome will automatically translate everything on the webpage. 

The translation may not be completely perfect, but it should help convey the key information and allow you to
understand important updates from teachers or the school administration. 

This feature works for dozens of popular languages - just select the one you feel most comfortable with.

Examples:

Arabic Bangla

Chinese Romanian

Polish Urdu

ClassCharts MathsWatch My GCSE Science

Homework - Useful Links

Century

https://www.classcharts.com/student/login
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.my-gcsescience.com/
https://www.classcharts.com/student/login
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.my-gcsescience.com/
https://app.century.tech/login/






15% OFF 
ALL ITEMS INSTORE & ONLINE

TO REDEEM ONLINE USE CODE: SSH15CMS2026!
OR VISIT YOUR NEAREST CLIVE MARK STORE 

FOR NEW INTAKE ONLY - OFFER VALID FROM 22  JUNE - 2  AUGUST 2026nd nd

nd*Terms & Conditions: Offer ends 2 August 2026 , available to redeem online or in store on
presentation of this voucher. 

Vouchers can only be redeemed once. Voucher cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer.



Hodge HillCollege 
st  

 
Pack of 15 

All Offers end 31 July2026

IrononNameLabels 

Simply bring this flyer into either store below to redeem offers. 

Boys 
Trousers 

Boys Shirts 

(Twin Pack) 

Girls 
Skirts 

Girls 
Trousers 

71 HIGH STREET | ERDINGTON TOWN CENTRE | B23 6SA 

Girls Blouses
(Twin Pack) 

Package offer 
Blazer with Logo

Tie 
P.E Polo

P.E Fleece 

15% OFF 

15% OFF 

15% OFF 

15% OFF £2.50

15% OFF 

 

£60.99 
All Hodge Hill College 

Offer ends 31  July 2026 st







Food Bank

0121 783 7807
HOUSEHOLDSUPPORT@HODGEHILL.BHAM.SCH.UK 

BE PART OF OUR HELPING HANDS

DONATIONS
WELCOME

OPEN EVERY THURSDAY FROM 
3:10PM TO 3:30PM 

IN THE STUDIO

TO REQUEST SUPPORT,  KINDLY COMPLETE 
AND SUBMIT THIS FORM: HTTPS://BIT.LY/3UXZI4X

mailto:householdsupport@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk
mailto:householdsupport@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk
https://bit.ly/3Uxzi4X
https://bit.ly/3Uxzi4X
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