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Christmas Jumper Day  

A reminder that Christmas Jumper Day 2022 is on Friday 9th December for all staff and for students in Years 7, 
8 & 9.  

This is a charity event to raise money for Save the Children UK. Students are welcome and encouraged to wear 

a Christmas jumper as part of their school uniform. As this is a charity event, we are also encouraging students 

to make a donation (of any amount) to raise as much money for Save the Children UK as possible and there 

will be a prize for the tutor group in each Year group that raises the most money.  

This year, the UK Government are doubling any money raised during this event. More information on Save the 

Children UK and Christmas Jumper Day 2022 can be found here 

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day/about 

Communication 

Here is a leaflet regarding E-scooters and the law from the West Midlands Police. 

Year 9 Options Information Session 

In the new year, pupils in Year 9 will start to make choices about the courses they will study for their GCSEs. As 
part of this process, we are inviting pupils alongside their parents/carers to come to school to find out more 
about the choices available to them. These are important choices for your child as they will study the subjects 
for two years and the decisions that they make now can impact the options available to them once they leave 
Hodge Hill College. 

Important Dates 

21 November-9 December: Year 11 Winter Mock Exams | 8 December: Year 10 English Literature Mock 

Exam | 15 December: Year 9 Options Information Session (All Pupils Finish School at 11am) | 16 December: 

Staff Training Day & End of Term | 19 December-2 January: Christmas Holidays 3 January: Staff Training Day 

| 4 January: Pupils Return to School 

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day/about
file://///fs-01/staff$/files/stt2812/E-scooters%20and%20the%20law%20leaflet.pdf


School Office & Telephone Line Opening Hours (Term Time Only)  

A polite reminder of our School Office opening hours:  

• Monday to Thursday: 8:00am-4:30pm  

• Friday: 8:00am-2:00pm 

Our phone lines are open during these hours except on a Friday when the lines close at 3pm.  

Any confiscated items must be collected on a Friday between 12:30pm and 1:30pm. 

ParentPay  

Cashless Payments  

We operate a biometric cashless catering system in school. In addition to school meals, we do not accept cash 
payments for trips or uniform (ties, badges and hijabs).  

Activation  

If you are yet to activate your ParentPay account, please do so as soon as possible. If you would like another 
copy of the activation letter with your username and password, please call us on 0121 783 7807 or send a 
message via MyEd.  

Outstanding Balances  

If you have an outstanding balance on ParentPay for your child, we would appreciate if you could arrange for it 
to be paid immediately by logging into your account.  

If you would like assistance with activating your account or adding credit, please visit the School Office 
between the following times (term-time only) along with your debit card: 

• Tuesday to Thursday: 3:00pm-4:00pm 

Zero Tolerance  

Please note that Hodge Hill College operates a zero-tolerance policy with regard to verbal and physical 
aggression.  

If you become abusive towards a member of staff, we will need to: 

• Close down any conversation and not speak with you any further  

• Ask you to leave and come back another time  

• If necessary, call the police for assistance 
 
Please be respectful of our staff in the School Office team. They will do their best to help you but in a large 
school with several buildings, over 150 members of staff, and approximately 1200 pupils, they may not always 
be able to find out what you want to know or locate a member of staff immediately, so please be patient. 
 
Detentions  
 
Hodge Hill College operates a detention system. If your child is late, misbehaves or doesn’t hand in their 
homework on time, they will be given detention at lunchtime or up to 30 minutes at the end of the day. You 
will usually get a text or an in-app message on MyEd to inform you. Please ensure your contact details are up 



to date. For more serious matters, staff can issue an hour’s detention after school without giving 
parents/carers notice. The Department for Education guidance states: 
 

• Teachers have the power to issue detention to students (aged under 18)  

• Schools must make clear to students and parents/carers that they use detention (including detention 
outside of school hours) as a sanction  

• The times outside normal school hours when detention can be given (the ‘permitted day of 
detention’) include:  

o any school day where the student does not have permission to be absent  
o weekends - except the weekend preceding or following the half-term break  
o non-teaching days – usually referred to as ‘training days’, ‘INSET days’ or ‘non-contact days' 

• Parental consent is not required for detentions  

• As with any disciplinary penalty, a member of staff must act reasonably given all the circumstances 
The Government's summary on behaviour and discipline in schools can be read online at: 
https://bit.ly/39yoRFb  

 
Medical Appointments During the School Day  
 
To ensure your child does not miss out on learning, we strongly advise that non-urgent appointments at the 
GP, dentist or optometrist are made out of school hours.  
 
If your child has a hospital or specialist appointment, please notify the school in advance. You may do this by 
sending a photo of the letter via MyEd or bring it to the School Office where a copy will be sent to your child's 
AC and AAC for authorisation. 
 
Flu Vaccinations for Pupils in Year 7, 8 & 9  
 
Your child is due to receive a nasal flu vaccination offering protection against winter flu. Flu can be a very 
unpleasant illness in children causing fever, stuffy nose, dry cough, sore throat, aching muscles and joints, and 
extreme tiredness. Some children can get a very high fever, sometimes you may need to go to the hospital for 
treatment. Serious complications of flu include a painful ear infection, acute bronchitis, and pneumonia.  
 
The vaccinations will take place in school on Friday 27 January 2023. Pupils will be required to attend school as 
normal and will be called out of lessons for vaccination. The vaccination is a simple spray up each nostril – 
quick and painless. Only pupils with parental consent will be vaccinated.  
 
Consent forms have been distributed to pupils and must be returned to their Achievement 
Coordinator/Assistant Achievement Coordinator or the School Office by Friday 2 December 2022.  
 
Should you have any questions or would like further information, please contact the Immunisation Team on 
0121 466 3460.  
 
Uniform & Standards 
 
As part of the school’s continued drive to improve standards, we would like all pupils to consistently adhere to 
the expectations on appearance, conduct and equipment. We are a professional environment and as such, we 
need all pupils to look smart, professionally conduct themselves and come equipped for their learning.  
 
If a pupil does not meet the standards consistently, they will sit a 30-minute detention. We must have your 
support to raise our standards collectively. Please can we remind you that pupils are not permitted to wear 
nose studs and patterns and lines are not to be shaved into hairstyles or eyebrows.  
 
If there are any problems in acquiring uniform, please contact the school and we will endeavour to work with 
you to address these issues. Such cases will be treated with due sensitivity and confidence. 
 
Year 11 After School Tuition 
 

https://bit.ly/39yoRFb


Year 11 after school tuition will run every Thursday from 2:40pm to 3:30pm in the autumn term: 
 

• 8 September: History, Geography & Creative Design  

• 15 September: Computer Science & Science  

• 22 September: Health and Social Care, French, RE & PE  

• 29 September: Maths (East) & English (West)  

• 6 October: English (East) & Maths (West)  

• 13 October: History, Geography & Creative Design  

• 20 October: Computer Science & Science  

• 3 November: Maths (East) & English (West)  

• 10 November: English (East) & Maths (West)  

• 17 November: History, Geography & Creative Design  

• 24 November: Health and Social Care, French, RE & PE  

• 1 December: Computer Science & Science  

• 8 December: Maths 
 
Year 10 English Literature Mock Exams  
 
Year 10 English Literature mock exams are taking place on Wednesday 30 November & Thursday 8 December. 
 
For more information on exam rules and regulations, please visit https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/exams  
 
Year 11 Mock Exams  
 
Year 11 mock exams are taking place from Monday 21 November to Friday 6 December:  
 
Monday 21 November & Tuesday 22 November 
 

• Art (11A/Ar1 & 11B/Ar1)  

• Photography (11B/Po1) 
 
Wednesday 23 November 2022 & Thursday 24 November 
 

• Photography (11A/Po1 & 11C/Po2)  

• 3D Design (11C/TD1) 
 
Friday 25 November & Monday 28 November 
 

• Photography (11B/Po2 & 11C/Po1)  

• 3D Design (11B/TD1) 
 
Tuesday 29 November 
 

• Science - Biology  

• History  

• EAL - Reading & Writing 
 
Wednesday 30 November 
 

• RE  

• EAL – Listening 
 
Thursday 1 December 
 

• Science - Chemistry  

• Computer Science  

https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/exams


• Health & Social Care 
 
Friday 2 December 
 

• Science – Physics 
 
Monday 5 December 
 

• English Language  

• French - Listening & Reading 
 
Tuesday 6 December 
 

• English Language  

• French – Writing 
 
Wednesday 7 December 
 

• Geography  

• Hospitality  

• RE 
 
Thursday 8 December 
 

• Computer Science 
 
Friday 9 December 
 

• Maths 
 
For more information on exam rules and regulations, please visit https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/exams. 
 

https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/exams


Next Week’s Lunch Menu 

 
Free School Meals   
 
Who is eligible for Free School Meals?  
 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

• Income Support  

• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance  

• income-related Employment and Support Allowance  

• support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  

• the guaranteed element of Pension Credit  

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 
income of no more than £16,190)  

• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit  

• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than 
£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 

 
Apply for Free School Meals  
 
We encourage you to apply for Free School Meals through the online service found on our website: 
www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/freeschoolmeals. You can also telephone (0121 783 7807) or come into school 
and complete a Free School Meals application online with a member of staff if you prefer.  
 
Please make sure you have the National Insurance Number with you for the named person who receives either 
working tax credit/child tax credit and we will be happy to help. 
 

http://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/freeschoolmeals


 



 



 



 



 


