Weekly Bulletin

19 February 2024 - 23 February 2024

Important Dates

27 February-8 March Year 11 Spring Exams
13 March Year 10 Parents’ Evening
25 March-5 April Easter Holidays
15-19 April GCSE Speaking Exams
22 April-3 May GCSE Creative Design Exams
6 May Early May Bank Holiday (School Closed)
7 May-18 June BTEC/GCSE Exams

Supermarket Vouchers

We are pleased to inform you that Birmingham City Council is offering a £20 supermarket voucher (per child) to help
you purchase food for your family during the February half-term only. This initiative is funded by the Department for
Work and Pensions and is available through the Household Support Fund.

All Priority 1 contacts were sent a text message on 6 February 2024 containing a voucher link which they should
redeem as soon as possible. If you have not received your voucher, please check your text message spam/junk
folder.

Should you require any help and support or would like your voucher to be re-issued, please call Pluxee on 0800 505
3924 - the lines are open every day between 8am and 6pm.

Cost of School Meals and the Associated Tariffs

After careful consideration and consultation with our catering company, ABM Catering, we have decided to increase
the cost of school meals and associated tariffs.

We understand that this decision will have an impact on family budgets, but we have worked closely with ABM
Catering to minimise the impact, particularly on the price of the Meal Deal. Due to unprecedented increases in food,

fuel and labor costs, we can no longer sustain the current tariff.

We have held our price for school meals at Hodge Hill College successfully for a few years now, but cost pressures
mean that it will increase to £2.60.

We have taken great care to reach a solution that remains cost-effective for all students and staff.

Free School Meal Daily Allowance

We are pleased to announce that the Free School Meal daily allowance has also been increased to £2.60.
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https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/exams
https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/v2/#/login
https://www.myedschoolapp.com/
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20014/schools_and_learning
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HODGE COLLEGE

FOOD BANK

Every Friday from 1:30pm to 3:00pm in the Studio

At Hodge Hill College, we have established a food
bank specifically for the families of our pupils in light
of rising food prices and the cost of living.

We have the following items available:

Pasta | Rice | Cereal | Soup
Tinned Vegetables | Tinned Fruit | Tinned Fish

CLICK BELOW TO REGISTER YOUR INTEREST

https://bit.ly/3Uxzi4X
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Donations Welcome

H‘H‘ Hodge Hill College

HODGE COLLEGE

FOOD BANK

Donations Welcome

At Hodge Hill College, we have established a food bank specifically for the families of our pupils
in light of rising food prices and the cost of living. We welcome the following donations:

Pasta | Rice | Cereal | Soup | Tinned Vegetables | Tinned Fruit | Tinned Fish

Our Community and the Cost of Living

Now more than ever, with the rising cost of living, many families are feeling the squeeze. As a school, we are actively
seeking to do whatever we reasonably can to support our students and their families with these rapidly growing
pressures.

We are continuing to open West Canteen to pupils every morning before school between 8:00am and 8:30am to
provide a free breakfast including toast and hot drinks. Please encourage your child to attend this, particularly if they
arrive early to school in the morning, as it is a supervised space with access to games and other activities.

If you are facing particular hardships, please feel free to get in touch with us here at Hodge Hill College at
householdsupport@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk. All requests will be treated with the utmost confidentiality and we will
look at what support we are able to practically provide. Previous support has included supermarket vouchers, new
uniform, school shoes and PE kit.

Further information about support being provided by Birmingham City Council for the cost of living crisis can be
found on https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/livingsupport and this may be of use to you in signposting where you can
get help, support, and advice if you are affected.

We have a second-hand store of pre-loved uniform items, all washed and ready if you need them. Please get in touch
with the school at the email address above if you would like to take advantage of this.

Help in Brum - Cost of Living Crisis

The cost of living crisis is impacting people across Birmingham and we know this is a worrying time for many families.
On each page of this booklet, you'll find useful organisations that can offer support if you are affected by the
increased costs of living.

Uniform Donations

As the new school year begins, we kindly request your help in supporting other families in need. If your children have
outgrown their old school uniforms, please consider donating them to the School Office. We will collect all donated
uniforms and distribute them to students who would greatly benefit from them. Even a single donated item can
make a significant difference.

Please make sure to wash the uniforms before donating and ensure they are in good condition. You can send the
uniforms with your child or drop them off at the School Office yourself. We appreciate anything you can provide to

help clothe and equip students whose families are facing financial difficulties.

Together, we can ensure that all our students feel comfortable, confident, and ready to learn in the new school year.


mailto:householdsupport@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/livingsupport
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/file/25766/cost_of_living_booklet
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Translate Our School Website Using Google Translator on Chrome

If you need help understanding information on our school's website, Google Chrome has a built-in translation
feature that can translate the pages into your preferred language.

To use this, first make sure you have the latest version of Google Chrome installed on your device. Then navigate to
our school's website and click on the three-dot menu icon in the top right corner of Chrome. Select "Translate" from
the menu. This will bring up a sidebar where you can choose which language you want to translate the page into.
Click on your desired language and Chrome will automatically translate everything on the webpage.

The translation may not be completely perfect, but it should help convey the key information and allow you to
understand important updates from teachers or the school administration.

This feature works for dozens of popular languages - just select the one you feel most comfortable with.
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MathsWatch Club

Year 8s have achieved an impressive 96% homework completion rate, thanks to MathsWatch Club. This club meets
every Tuesday from 2:30pm to 3:30pm at E353, where students in all year groups can receive dedicated support to
help them excel in Maths. Pupils of all year groups are invited to join MathsWatch Club to help boost their academic
performance!



At Mational Online Safety, we balieve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safaty with their children, should they feel
it is needod. This guide focuses on one of many issues which wa believe trustod oduits should be awaro of, Ploosa visit notionalcoliege.com for furthar guides, hints and tips for adults.

What Parents & Carers|Need|tojknowlabout;

ONLINE DATING & REFATIONSHIPSs

Most enline dating apps claim to be for over-18s only but, in some cases, relaxed age
verification also allows children to access them. What's more, some popular social media
platforms use similar design features to many dating sites - blurring the line betwean why

a young person initially downloads an app and what they actually end up using it for.

ONLINE
GROOMING oW

Online grooming is when someone
forms o connection with a child in the
digital world and carefully cultivates
thiz relationship with the intention of
manipulating the child into doing
something sexual or ilegol The process
involves gaining the young person's

eonfidence = which can make them far
less likely to tell a trusted adult about
their new online *friend’, or to recognise
what iz even happening.
Y
I Q
Some young people hove been coaxed
into getting nude or semi-nude on a
video chat with sormeone they met on a
dating platform. They're then told that,
unless they hand over a certain ameount
of money, a recording of the video will
be posted online (or poss sent to
their cantacts). This can be hugel
trournatic for a r:lu'lg person and, in
extreme cases, has resulted in
salf-harm and even sulcide,
ey

a7
DAMAGE TO SELF
ESTEEM

Many dating platforms encouroge users
to rate the imoges that people upload;
this has clear potentiol to ne;?utruahr
impact o young person's self esteem.
On some apps, pictures of o user's foce
and body can be rated anonymously,
with notifications informing them if
someone has then declined to match
with them. This form of rejection can
feel extremely hurtful and degrading.

'IlF_EP T'HE EUWEESATIDH GOING

Reassure your child that they can always talk te you about anything
 online that's worrled them. Emphasise that if they're being sent

unwanted images - or if ﬂ'm-r-un shared images or video content
themselves - i]qr should tell you stralght away. Discuss the tial
rizks of enline dating and check In with them frequently to ensure that
they're feeling nurngnnbln about their online relationships.

TAKE A ‘SAFETY FIRST STANDPOINT ’
Encourage young people to be careful about who they send e
invitations to - and mn-m-m from - on dating sites and apps.
Familiarise yoursell with to adjust the privacy settings on your
child's devices and apps to help them control who can access their
profiles and information. Talk to your child about why it's unwise to
share any sensitive, prhluh or confidential infermeation in their profile.

—

Meet OQur Expert

Rt Jannlng s helk Mo thet 20 yisars’ sxprions (1t fiskd of
rirlatianalipe Ith |Iurv||ru (Fes M) A vl en el
wtkshapaare | far 1 s
can e AL ReE AT rEpet of RSHE lor thw B fartman e fe ducatiah

pearinls cnd &

YW @natonlinesafety I3 /Nationalonlinesafety

@ @nationalonlinesafety

CATFISHING AND
SCAMS

Creating o false identity to deliberate
lure people into o mlﬂﬂnﬂihlg{whsthar
romantic or platonic) online ks known
as catfishing. Commaonly, someone
nds to share interests or beliefs
with their vietim and gradually gains
thelr trust. A 's feelings for
this fake ‘friend’ may cloud their
judgement and can lead to them

surrendering money, personal images,
pusswnrdsngndm?n. -

STALKING AND
HARASSMENT

Stalking ks obsessive behaviour by
a fixated individual which disrupts
their victinn's life; It con bring severe
distress and even the fear of violence.
There have been frequent reports of
stalking cases that originated on
dating apps, with perpetrators
creating new accounts in responze to
being ragpnrtnd or blocked. It's o
porticular couse for concem If a young
reon has ever ghven out anal
detalls (such as their street or school
name) online.

PRDTECT CDHTACT DETAILS

It @ young person is interested in using online dating sites or

apps, strangly encourage them to choose one that offers the facility
to conceal both parties” emall oddresses when messaging prospective
dates. If that’s not possible, ensure that the young person sets up o separate
email address which doesn't include their real name. This is easzy to do via

if | prm.lid:.r: like Hotmail, Yahoo! Mail ar gmall.

HI'GHUGHT COMMON BANGER SIGNS

Talk te your child about some of the obvious red flogs in enline dating:
reguests for money, for instance, should always ring alarm bells.
Likewise, it o young person is in contact with someone whao they feel is
pns:urlng them intoe providing personal or financial infermation - or
who they suspect is trying to trick them into it - they should end
communication immediately and contact the dating service provider,
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Users of this guide do so at their own digcretion. No liability is entered inte. Current as of the date of release: 14.02.2024




School Office & Telephone Line Opening Hours (Term Time Only)
A polite reminder of our School Office opening hours:

« Monday to Thursday: 8:00am-4:45pm
« Friday: 8:00am-2:30pm

Our phone lines are open during these hours except on a Friday when the lines close at 3pm.

Zero Tolerance

Please note that Hodge Hill College operates a zero-tolerance policy about verbal and physical aggression.
If you become abusive towards a member of staff, we will need to:

« Close down any conversation and not speak with you any further
« Ask you to leave and come back another time
« If necessary, call the police for assistance

Please be respectful of our staff in the School Office team. They will do their best to help you but in a large school
with several buildings, over 150 members of staff, and approximately 1200 pupils, they may not always be able to
find out what you want to know or locate a member of staff immediately, so please be patient.

Is my child too ill for school?

We know that, at this time of year, children pick up winter bugs and illnesses. However, please remember that
children can come to school with some illnesses if they feel well enough. NHS guidance is available at

http://bit.ly/3hD7ryQ.
Medical Appointments During the School Day

In order to ensure that your child's learning is not disrupted, it is strongly recommended that non-urgent GP, dentist,
or optometrist appointments are scheduled outside of school hours.

If your child has a hospital appointment or requires specialist medical care, please inform the school in advance. You
can do so by sending a photo of the appointment letter via MyEd or by submitting it in person to the School Office. A
copy of the letter will then be sent to your child's AC and AAC to authorise the absence.

Medication

As a parent or carer, it is your responsibility to provide the school with accurate and updated information regarding
your child's medical needs. You should also be involved in developing and reviewing your child's individual healthcare
plan.

If your child has any medical needs or needs to take medication during school hours, please visit the School Office to
complete a Parental Medical Consent Form and drop off any medication that needs to be kept in school.

If your child has asthma, we highly recommend that they always carry an inhaler with them. Please provide us with
an inhaler by dropping it off at the School Office in case of any emergencies, and completing the consent form.

Contact Details

Please remember to inform the school of any changes to your contact details. This is important because we may
need to contact you if your child is injured or taken ill, to provide you with information about trips and closures or to
send you reminders and cancellations of any event. Please update and submit any new details via the Change of
Pupils Details Form on the MyEd app. Alternatively, you may visit the School Office to complete an electronic/paper
copy of the form.

Confiscated Items
If a pupil has an item confiscated, their parents/carers can pick it up from the Main Office after school on the same

day. If they cannot collect it on the same day, the parent/carer must pick it up on another day after school. Pupils
are not permitted to collect the item.


http://bit.ly/3hD7ryQ

' SAFER GAMING

TOP TIPS FOR PARENTS
AND CARERS
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Encourage your child to enjoy

.-
both online and offline activities.

Remind them to for a healthy lifestyle.

Get your child involved in talking about the PEGI age rating
system and how it can shape their gaming choices.
Check out for games suitable for their age.

(4

Create a kind and caring online environment for your child. \

Discuss the importance of being ]
both online and offline.

Help your child understand the importance of keeping
personal information safe and using strong passwords.
Have fun chats about and why
privacy matters.

Keep up with what they're doing while gaming
to make sure they're safe online.
Have a chat about in-game items like

and

Encourage them to speak up about anything
worrying online and support them in staying safe.
Show your child how to use the

on their games.

Learn more and register for a free a m
awareness session at parents.ygam.org



Detentions

Hodge Hill College operates a detention system. If your child is late, misbehaves or doesn’t hand in their homework
on time, they will be given detention at lunchtime or up to 30 minutes at the end of the day. You will usually get a
text or an in-app message on MyEd to inform you. Please ensure your contact details are up to date. For more
serious matters, staff can issue an hour’s detentions after school without giving parents/carers notice.

What the Law Allows

« Teachers have the power to issue detention to students (aged under 18)
+ Schools must make clear to students and parents/carers that they use detention (including detention outside of
school hours) as a sanction
« The times outside normal school hours when detention can be given (the ‘permitted day of detention’) include:
o any school day where the student does not have permission to be absent
o weekends - except the weekend preceding or following the half-term break
o non-teaching days — usually referred to as ‘training days’, ‘INSET days’ or ‘non-contact days'
« Parental consent is not required for detentions
« As with any disciplinary penalty, a member of staff must act reasonably given all the circumstances

The Government's summary on behaviour and discipline in schools can be read online at: https://bit.ly/39yoRFb.
Uniform & Standards

As part of the school’s continued drive to improve standards, we would like all pupils to consistently adhere to the
expectations on appearance, conduct and equipment. We are a professional environment and as such, we need all
pupils to look smart, professionally conduct themselves and come equipped for their learning.

If a pupil does not meet the standards consistently, they will sit a 30-minute detention. We must have your support
to raise our standards collectively. Please can we remind you that pupils are not permitted to wear nose studs and

patterns and lines are not to be shaved into hairstyles or eyebrows.

If there are any problems in acquiring uniform, please contact the school and we will endeavour to work with you to
address these issues. Such cases will be treated with due sensitivity and confidence.

Our full school uniform and PE kit list can be found at https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/uniform.

Year 11 After-school Tuition
As Year 11 pupils prepare for their important GCSE exams, we are pleased to offer after-school tuition sessions on
Thursday afternoons from 2:40pm-3:30pm. Our teachers have designed these bespoke sessions to equip pupils with

the skills and knowledge needed for exam success.

Regular participation in these sessions will give pupils that extra push when it matters most. We would like to see
every pupil reach their full academic potential and achieve the strongest exam results possible.

Attendance at Thursday's after-school tuition is compulsory for all Year 11s. Please support your child by ensuring
they attend each week.

This term’s tuition timetable is available at https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/tuition.

Extra-curricular Activities & Clubs

At Hodge Hill College, our enrichment and extra-curricular provision provides our pupils with a breadth and balance
of activities designed to broad their horizons, allowing them to develop their own interests and talents. The
programme is an extension of the school’s curriculum and builds on our CARE brand whilst instilling British Values.
We offer quality provision which provides our pupils with a number of opportunities to develop their resilience,
character and performance. Our sports provision has continued to improve to develop pupils physically and
mentally.

Please note, that all pupils must sign in at reception upon arrival for before-school sessions each morning.

For more information and the activities timetable, please visit: https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/extracurricular.
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ParentPay

ParentPay enables parents/carers to make secure payments for their child's lunches and school trips.

ParentPay Activation

When pupils join Hodge Hill College, parents/carers are issued with a ParentPay Activation Letter that contains a
temporary ParentPay username and password. As part of the account activation, the parent/carer will need to
choose an email address and new password to use with ParentPay. Parents/carers should follow the instructions in
the letter, and on www.parentpay.com to successfully activate their account. If you have more than one child at our
school or have children in other schools that use ParentPay, you can create a single account to manage them all.
Forgotten Password

If a parent/carer can't get into their ParentPay account, they should go to www.parentpay.com > For Parents >
Parent Login, and click on the "Forgotten password" link. Parents/carers should not need to contact school to regain
access to ParentPay accounts.

Outstanding Balances

If you have an unpaid balance on your child's ParentPay account, we kindly request you to settle it as soon as
possible by logging into your account.

If you need help with adding credit to the account, please visit the School Office with your debit card.
More Information

For further information on ParentPay, please visit www.parentpay.com or contact the School Office on 0121 783
7807.

Free School Meals
Who is eligible for Free School Meals?
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:

» Income Support

» income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

« income-related Employment and Support Allowance

« support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

« the guaranteed element of Pension Credit

« Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

« Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

« Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year
(after tax and not including any benefits you get)

Apply for Free School Meals
We encourage you to apply for Free School Meals through the online service found on our website:

www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/freeschoolmeals. You can also telephone (0121 783 7807) or come into school and
complete a Free School Meals application online with a member of staff if you prefer.

Please make sure you have the National Insurance Number with you for the named person who receives either
working tax credit/child tax credit and we will be happy to help.

Weekly Lunch Menu

The school lunch menus are available to view online and provide an overview of the menu items that will be served
each day: https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/lunch.
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BRING YOUR OWN BOTTLE

As part of our move towards sustainability,
single-use plastic cups are no longer
available in school.

All pupils must take responsibility for
bringing in their own reusable water bottle.
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