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19 October 2022

Happy, Safe Halloween/Bonfire Night — Reminder from West Midlands Police
Dear Parents/Carers and Students,

With the darker nights fast approaching, it is important that students are reminded what we, as a school community, expect
of them in terms of behaviour.

Parents/carers and students should already be aware that as part of our safeguarding arrangements, the school has a two-
way information sharing agreement in place with West Midlands Police, and we are active members of the local Police &
Schools Panel. This joint approach helps us to intervene early to prevent and reduce crime and anti-social behaviour involving
our students and provide support and up-to-date safety messages.

In partnership with the police, we would also like to remind our students about the following:

° Personal Safety:

o Be aware of your surroundings, take care of friends and family members and keep valuables such as phones
out of public view whenever possible.

o Don’t drink alcohol, take illegal drugs or unknown substances; they can have a big impact on your health and
safety, behaviour, and your ability to do well at school and enjoy other interests and activities. They can also
be addictive and have unpredictable side effects, including sudden death!

o West Midlands Fire Service recommends that you go to an organised display; it’s the smart way to stay safe.
You'll see a lot more fireworks and it’s a lot cheaper. Information about firework safety is available at
www.saferfireworks.com

e Anti-social behaviour: Halloween can be a scary time for people who don’t like surprises or callers at their door. Think
about how your actions and behaviour affect others; elderly and vulnerable people may be frightened by ‘trick or
treat’ so look out for signs in windows that people do not want callers at their door.

e  Weapons in public places: carrying a knife will get you a criminal record which can have life-long effects on travel and
job prospects. Those who carry knives are also much more likely to be injured by them.

e Off-road bikes: These can only be ridden on private land with the landowner’s permission. Don’t risk your life and
future prospects by illegally riding these on the road.

e E-Scooters: In the UK, you must be at least 18 years old and hold a provisional or full driving licence to ride a hire e-
scooter. A privately owned e-scooter can only be used in a private place with the landowner’s permission; they are
illegal to use on a road or in a public place.

e Remember the company you keep: if your friend breaks the law, you may also be held responsible for that crime —
even if you weren’t the one directly responsible.

Yours faithfully,

Hannah Herrmann Mat Shaer Richard North
Headteacher Chief Superintendent - East NPU Chief Superintendent - West NPU
Hodge Hill College West Midlands Police West Midlands Police
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All our ingredients are locally sourced and delivered fresh by local suppliers. Our eggs are =
free-range and Red Lion stamped, our fish is sustainably sourced and MSC approved and
our meat is British Red Tractor accredited wherever possible. =

BN

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
CHEESE BURGER IN A CHICKEN ENCHILADAS SPAGHETTI BBQ CHICKEN BREADED FISH &
BUN TOPPED WITH CHEESE AND BOLOGNAISE SERVED WITH PILAU CHIPS
MAIN MEAL SERVED WITH SOUR RICE
CREAM
FROM £1.90

ALL SERVED WITH SEASONAL VEGETABLES & POTATO OR RICE DISH OF THE DAY

VEGETABLE
BURGER IN A BUN

PLANT BASED /
VEGETARIAN

VEGETARIAN CHILLI
SERVED WITH
SAVOURY RICE

BROCCOLI PASTA
BAKE

VEGETABLE CURRY
SERVED WITH PILAU
RICE

CHEESE & TOMATO
QUICHE

g
:
=
2

FROM £1.90

ALL SERVED WITH SEASONAL VEGETABLES & POTATO OR RICE DISH OF THE DAY

STREET FOOD

HOT SPICY
CHICKEN PANINI

CHICKEN THIGH
BURGER IN A BUN

CHICKEN GOUJONS
IN NAAN BREAD

SPICY LAMB WRAP HOT SPICY CHICKEN

WRAP

-
=
#

FROM £2.35
TAKEAWAY Nachos & Cheese
TUBS FISH FINGER WRAP CAJUN CHICKEN CHILLI LOADED PASTA ‘N BBQWINGS N
FROM £1.75 WINGS WEDGES CHEESE i
- | PIZZA SLICE MARGHERITA MARGHERITA MARGHERITA el el MARGHERITA
FROM £1.45 &BBQCHICKEN & HOT CHICKEN HOT MARGHERITA & BBQ CHICKEN =
= : =
B JACKETS 53’5': TRY OUR DELICIOUS FILLINGS FOR 35p EACH =
. =
= DESSERTS 0.95p S"WAHE 2'?%75‘3%52352 KEY LIME PIE APPLE CRUMBLE & ICED SPONGE =

ICE CREAM

& ICE CREAM

Meal Deal

Main Meal

% £2.40

ALl Of Our Main Meals,
Sandwiches & Desserts Are
Freshly Made On Site Every Day

With Vegetables
And Dessert
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http://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/freeschoolmeals

At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feelitis needed. This guide focuses on one app of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

(O

What Parents & Carers Need to Know About” =

WHATSAPP *

16+

in UK & EU;
12+ rest of

WhatsApp is the world's most popular messaging service, with around two billion users exchanging texts, photos, videos and documents;
and making voice and video calls. The app offers end-to-end encryption, meaning messages can only be read by the sender and the
recipient(s). Not even WhatsApp can read them. Updates to its privacy policy in 2021 reportedly caused millions of users to leave the app.
But the new policy was widely misinterpreted: it only related to WhatsApp’s business features, hot to personal messages. ~

‘Prize’ Scams

WhatsApp users occasionally receive messages from
unauthorised third parties or fraudsters pretending to
offer prizes — encouraging recipients to click a link to win.
A common scam involves a warning that someone’s
WhatsApp subscription has run out: aiming to dupe them
into disclosing payment details. Other scams include
instructions to forward a message to earn a gift or reward.

Enabling Fake News

WhatsApp has unfortunately been linked to
accelerating the spread of dangerous rumours. In Indiia
some outbreaks of mob violence were reported to have
been sparked by false allegations shared on the app.
WhatsApp itself took steps to prevent its users
circulating hazardous theories and speculation in the
early weeks of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Conhections with Strangers ' \

To start a WhatsApp chat, you need the mobile number of
the person you want to message (they also need to have
the app). WhatsApp can also access the address book on
someone’s device and recognise which of their contacts
use WhatsApp. If your child has given their mobile number
to somebody they don‘t know, that person could then use
it to getin touch via WhatsApp.

’ Q Advice fo \Parents & Carers

Advise your child not to engage with any message that looks suspicious or too good
to be true. When your child receives a message from an unknown number for the
first time, they will be given the option to report that number as spam. They can also
report a contact or a group as spam by tapping on the contact or group hame to
open their profile and scrolling down to ‘report spam’.

Create a Safe Profile

Even though someone would need your child’s phone number to add them as a contact,
as an extra precaution it’s worth altering your young one’s profile settings to restrict who
can see their photo and status. The options are ‘everyone’, ‘'my contacts’ and ‘nobody.”
Choosing one of the latter two ensures their profile is protected.

Use Location Features Sparingly

If your child needs to use ‘live location’ to show you or their friends where they are,
advise them to share their location only for as long as they need to. WhatsApp gives
‘live location’ options of 15 minutes, one hour or eight hours. However, your child can
manually choose to stop sharing their position at any time.

Fact-Check Messages

\,

T

You can now fact-check messages that have been forwarded at least five times in WhatsApp, by double-tapping the magnifying glass icon to the right of the message. From there, your
child can launch a Google search and decide for themselves whether the message was accurate or not. It's a good way to encourage young people to question things they see online.

Disappearing Messages

By enabling ‘Disappearing Messages’, users can set messages to
disappearin 24 hours, 7 days or 90 days by default. Users are also
able to send photos and videos that disappear after the recipient
has viewed them. This media can't be saved or forwarded,
making monitoring what children are talking about problematic.
Equally, if your child is sent an inappropriate message, it makes it
difficult to prove any wrongdoing. However, the receiver can take a
screenshot, saving the media as a photo.

Group chats and video calls are great for connecting with
multiple people in WhatsApp, but there is always the
potential for someone's feelings to be hurt by an unkind
comment or joke. The ‘only admins’ feature gives the
admin(s) of a group control over who can send messages.
They can, for example, block people from posting in a chat,
which could make a child feel excluded and upset.

Live Location Sharing

The ‘live location’ feature lets users share their current
whereabouts, allowing friends to see their movements.
WhatsApp describes it as a “simple and secure way to let
people know where you are.” Indeed, itis a useful method
for a child to let loved ones know they are safe. But if your
child is in a chat with people they don‘t know, it means they
will be exposing their location to them, too.

If your child receives spam or offensive messages, calls or files from a contact, they
should block them. Communication from a blocked contact won’t show up on their
device and stays undelivered. Blocking someone does not remove them from your
child’s contact list — they would also need to be deleted from the device’s address
book. The option to block someone is on their contact info screen.

If your child is part of a group chat that makes them feel uncomfortable, or has
been added to a group that they no longer want to be part of, show them how
to use the group’s settings to leave. If someone exits a group, the admin can
add them back in once; if they leave a second time, it is permanent.

Delete Accidental Messages

If your child has posted a message in the wrong chat or sent a message that they

immediately regret, they can delete it. Tap and hold on the message, choose ‘delete’ and
then ‘delete for everyone.” WhatsApp allows seven minutes to delete a message after it's
sent — but it's important to remember that recipients may have seen (and takena
screenshot of) a message before it was deleted.
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Meet Our Expert

Parven Kaur is a social media expert and digital media consultant who is
passionate aboutimproving digital literacy for parents and children. She has
extensive experience in the social media arena and is the founder of Kids N
Clicks: a web resource that helps parents and children thrive in a digital world.

National
\ X Online
Safety
: #HWakeUpWednesday

SOURCES httpsi/A

ista.com/statistics/260819/numiber-of-monthly-active-whatsapp-users/#text=As%2001%20March%202020%2C%20WhaitsAppU.S %20

0in%%20February%202014, https//wwiv.stat J

ics(258749(most-popular-global-mobile-messenger-apps/;

https//wwwwhalsappcom/?\cng-en httpsy//enwikipedia.org/wikifindian _WhatsApp_lynchings, https://wwwindependentcouklife=style/gadgets-and- lechlnews/mhumapp—upda‘re-lotest—lnd\cx-hooxes-fc}wurd-messcges—uppsduwnl \ud-mSASGOlI htrnl, https//wwwibbc couk/news/technology-52441202

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com , @natonlinesafety

I3 /Nationalonlinesafety

@nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 06.12.2021













