Weekly Bulletin

8 January 2024 - 12 January 2024

Important Dates

24 January Year 11 Parents’ Evening
25 January Year 9 School Leaver Booster Vaccination
7 February Year 9 Parents’ Evening

12-16 February February Half-term

Year 9 School Leaver Booster Vaccination

Pupils in Year 9 will receive their School Leaver Booster vaccine on 25 January 2024. The vaccinations will take place
on school premises, and pupils will be required to attend school as usual. They will be called out of lessons for the
vaccinations. Please note that only pupils with parental consent will be vaccinated.

If you need more information about the SLB vaccine, please visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/3-in-
1-teenage-booster/.

Should you have any questions or require further details, please contact the Vaccinations Team at 0121 466 3460.
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Connecting parents, students and schools

Step 1: Go to your app store Step 2: search for My Ed Step 3: bownload the app
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and school direct into your pocket.
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Attendance Forms Timetables
Keep up to date with your Fill in forms securely on your app Get regular updates
child’s attendance details. and return them directly to school. on timetables.
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Is my child too ill for school?

We know that, at this time of year, children pick up winter bugs and illnesses. However, please remember that
children can come to school with some illnesses if they feel well enough. NHS guidance is available at
http://bit.ly/3hD7ryQ.

Medical Appointments During the School Day

In order to ensure that your child's learning is not disrupted, it is strongly recommended that non-urgent GP, dentist,
or optometrist appointments are scheduled outside of school hours.

If your child has a hospital appointment or requires specialist medical care, please inform the school in advance. You

can do so by sending a photo of the appointment letter via MyEd or by submitting it in person to the School Office. A
copy of the letter will then be sent to your child's AC and AAC to authorise the absence

Medication
As a parent or carer, it is your responsibility to provide the school with accurate and updated information regarding
your child's medical needs. You should also be involved in developing and reviewing your child's individual healthcare

plan.

If your child has any medical needs or needs to take medication during school hours, please visit the School Office to
complete a Parental Medical Consent Form and drop off any medication that needs to be kept in school.

If your child has asthma, we highly recommend that they always carry an inhaler with them. Please provide us with
an inhaler by dropping it off at the School Office in case of any emergencies, and completing the consent form.

Zero Tolerance
Please note that Hodge Hill College operates a zero tolerance policy with regard to verbal and physical aggression.
If you become abusive towards a member of staff, we will need to:
« Close down any conversation and not speak with you any further
« Ask you to leave and come back another time
« If necessary, call the police for assistance
Please be respectful of our staff in the School Office team. They will do their best to help you but in a large school
with several buildings, over 150 members of staff, and approximately 1200 pupils, they may not always be able to

find out what you want to know or locate a member of staff immediately, so please be patient.

Absence = Lost Opportunity

Did you know? Absence = Lost Opportunity

If your child's attendance during Your child would have lost approximately ...or they would have missed approximately
the school year was

95% 9 days of school 50 lessons
90% 19 days of school 100 lessons
80% 29 days of school 150 lessons
75% 48 days of school 250 lessons

Getting your child to school really matters
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Everyone in the UK has the right of "freedom of expression”. That's the right to voice your opinions and share information
and ideas with others. It's not the right to say whatever you want without regard for others’ feelings and values. We all

have a responsibility to use this right properly: being respectful and inclusive to those around us, rather than making

offensive and threatening remarks. That's called 'hate speech” and knowing the difference is incredibly iImportant.

Free speech iz o person’s legal right to share information, opinions and Hate speech refers to any communication = like talking, texting or
ideas without fear of retaliotion, censorship or legal consegquences, posting online - that negatively targets a group or an individual
This freedom of expression is recognised in international human rights because they are perceived to be different in some way. Demonising
legisiation, and here’s what it does for us in our day-to-d and dehumanising stotements, threats, identity-bosed insults,

[ = offensive name-calling and slurs would all count as hate speech. -
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attempt to justify the spaaker’s bigotry.
Any concept could potentially offend

someone. Galileo’s theories were incredibly 3 .
offensive to many at the time, while not Calling for violence or hatred against certain
averyone agrees with Darwin, even today. people or groups and justifying and glorifying &

A fraquent exchange of ideas is vitally those actions. Suggesting that a certain group
important for a healthy society. should be removed from soclety could be seen

as a call to arms, for example - potentially

putting people from that group in donger.
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1 Free speech Is o powerful tool for change, Promoting the segregation of certain groups,
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Confiscated Items

If a pupil has an item confiscated, their parents/carers can pick it up from the Main Office after school on the same
day. If they cannot collect it on the same day, the parent/carer must pick it up on another day after school. Pupils
are not permitted to collect the item.

Contact Details

Please remember to inform the school of any changes to your contact details. This is important because we may
need to contact you if your child is injured or taken ill, to provide you with information about trips and closures or to
send you reminders and cancellations of any event. Please update and submit any new details via the Change of
Pupils Details Form on the MyEd app. Alternatively, you may visit the School Office to complete an electronic/paper
copy of the form.

School Office & Telephone Line Opening Hours (Term Time Only)

A polite reminder of our School Office opening hours:

» Monday to Thursday: 8:00am-4:45pm
+ Friday: 8:00am-2:30pm

Our phone lines are open during these hours except on a Friday when the lines close at 3pm.
Weekly Lunch Menu

The school lunch menus are available to view online and provide an overview of the menu items that will be served
each day: https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/lunch.

Our Community and the Cost of Living

Now more than ever, with the rising cost of living, many families are feeling the squeeze. As a school, we are actively
seeking to do whatever we reasonably can to support our students and their families with these rapidly growing
pressures.

We are continuing to open West Canteen to pupils every morning before school between 8:00am and 8:30am to
provide a free breakfast including toast and hot drinks. Please encourage your child to attend this, particularly if they
arrive early to school in the morning, as it is a supervised space with access to games and other activities.

If you are facing particular hardships, please feel free to get in touch with us here at Hodge Hill College at
householdsupport@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk. All requests will be treated with the utmost confidentiality and we will
look at what support we are able to practically provide. Previous support has included supermarket vouchers, new
uniform, school shoes and PE kit.

Further information about support being provided by Birmingham City Council for the cost of living crisis can be
found on https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/livingsupport and this may be of use to you in sighposting where you can
get help, support, and advice if you are affected.

We have a second-hand store of pre-loved uniform items, all washed and ready if you need them. Please get in touch
with the school at the email address above if you would like to take advantage of this.

Uniform Donations

As the new school year begins, we kindly request your help in supporting other families in need. If your children have
outgrown their old school uniforms, please consider donating them to the School Office. We will collect all donated
uniforms and distribute them to students who would greatly benefit from them. Even a single donated item can
make a significant difference.

Please make sure to wash the uniforms before donating and ensure they are in good condition. You can send the
uniforms with your child or drop them off at the School Office yourself. We appreciate anything you can provide to

help clothe and equip students whose families are facing financial difficulties.

Together, we can ensure that all our students feel comfortable, confident, and ready to learn in the new school year.
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Year 11 After-school Tuition
As Year 11 pupils prepare for their important GCSE exams, we are pleased to offer after-school tuition sessions on
Thursday afternoons from 2:40pm-3:30pm. Our teachers have designed these bespoke sessions to equip pupils with

the skills and knowledge needed for exam success.

Regular participation in these sessions will give pupils that extra push when it matters most. We would like to see
every pupil reach their full academic potential and achieve the strongest exam results possible.

Attendance at Thursday's after-school tuition is compulsory for all Year 11s. Please support your child by ensuring
they attend each week.

This term’s tuition timetable is available at https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/tuition.

Extra-curricular Activities & Clubs

At Hodge Hill College, our enrichment and extra-curricular provision provides our pupils with a breadth and balance
of activities designed to broad their horizons, allowing them to develop their own interests and talents. The
programme is an extension of the school’s curriculum and builds on our CARE brand whilst instilling British Values.
We offer quality provision which provides our pupils with a number of opportunities to develop their resilience,
character and performance. Our sports provision has continued to improve to develop pupils physically and
mentally.

Please note, that all pupils must sign in at reception upon arrival for before-school sessions each morning.

For more information and the activities timetable, please visit: https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/extracurricular.

B.Y.O.B - Bring Your Own Bottle

As part of our sustainability efforts to reduce waste, single-use plastic cups are no longer be provided at school.
Instead, all pupils are now required to bring their own reusable water bottles.

Having a reusable bottle is important for both health and environmental reasons. Staying hydrated helps pupils
concentrate better, and bottles can be easily refilled at our water stations during breaks, and by using reusable
options instead, we can significantly lower our plastic consumption.

To make the transition easier, we are making reusable water bottles with straws available for purchase via ParentPay
for £3.50 each, while supplies last. Your child is welcome to bring any reusable bottle they may already have at home
too, such as aluminium, stainless steel, or BPA-free plastic, as long as it has a sealable lid.

Please make sure all bottles are clearly labelled with your child’s name.
Detentions

Hodge Hill College operates a detention system. If your child is late, misbehaves or doesn’t hand in their homework
on time, they will be given detention at lunchtime or up to 30 minutes at the end of the day. You will usually get a
text or an in-app message on MyEd to inform you. Please ensure your contact details are up to date. For more
serious matters, staff can issue an hour’s detentions after school without giving parents/carers notice.

What the Law Allows

« Teachers have the power to issue detention to students (aged under 18)
« Schools must make clear to students and parents/carers that they use detention (including detention outside of
school hours) as a sanction
« The times outside normal school hours when detention can be given (the ‘permitted day of detention’) include:
o any school day where the student does not have permission to be absent
o weekends - except the weekend preceding or following the half-term break
o non-teaching days — usually referred to as ‘training days’, ‘INSET days’ or ‘non-contact days'
« Parental consent is not required for detentions
« As with any disciplinary penalty, a member of staff must act reasonably given all the circumstances

The Government's summary on behaviour and discipline in schools can be read online at: https://bit.ly/39yoRFb.
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ParentPay
Cashless Payments

We operate a biometric cashless catering system in school. In addition to school meals, we do not accept cash
payments for trips or uniform (ties, badges and hijabs).

Activation

If you are yet to activate your ParentPay account, please do so as soon as possible. If you would like another copy of
the activation letter with your username and password, please call us on 0121 783 7807 or send a message via
MyEd.

Outstanding Balances

If you have an outstanding balance on ParentPay for your child, we would appreciate if you could arrange for it to be
paid immediately by logging into your account.

If you would like assistance with activating your account or adding credit, please visit the School Office between the
following times (term-time only) along with your debit card:

« Tuesday to Thursday: 3:00pm-4:00pm

Free School Meals
Who is eligible for Free School Meals?
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:

» Income Support

« income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

« income-related Employment and Support Allowance

« support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

« the guaranteed element of Pension Credit

« Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

» Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

« Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year
(after tax and not including any benefits you get)

Apply for Free School Meals
We encourage you to apply for Free School Meals through the online service found on our website:

www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/freeschoolmeals. You can also telephone (0121 783 7807) or come into school and
complete a Free School Meals application online with a member of staff if you prefer.

Please make sure you have the National Insurance Number with you for the named person who receives either
working tax credit/child tax credit and we will be happy to help.

Uniform & Standards

As part of the school’s continued drive to improve standards, we would like all pupils to consistently adhere to the
expectations on appearance, conduct and equipment. We are a professional environment and as such, we need all
pupils to look smart, professionally conduct themselves and come equipped for their learning.

If a pupil does not meet the standards consistently, they will sit a 30-minute detention. We must have your support
to raise our standards collectively. Please can we remind you that pupils are not permitted to wear nose studs and

patterns and lines are not to be shaved into hairstyles or eyebrows.

If there are any problems in acquiring uniform, please contact the school and we will endeavour to work with you to
address these issues. Such cases will be treated with due sensitivity and confidence.

Our full school uniform and PE kit list can be found at https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/uniform.
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