Weekly Bulleting 2

11 December 2023 - 15 December 2023

Important Dates

21 December Year 9 Options Information Session

22 December Staff Training Day & End of Autumn Term (School Closed to Pupils)
8 January Staff Training Day
9 January Pupils Return to School
24 January Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Arrangements for the End of Term

All pupils will be dismissed for the Christmas holidays on Thursday 21 December 2023 at 11am.
Year 9 pupils will be expected to return to school at 1:30pm for the Options Information Session.
May | take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support in 2023.

Here at Hodge Hill College, we wish you a restful festive period and a Happy New Year.

We look forward to welcoming all pupils back to school on Tuesday 9 January 2024 at 8:30am.

Medical Appointments During the School Day

In order to ensure that your child's learning is not disrupted, it is strongly recommended that non-urgent GP, dentist,
or optometrist appointments are scheduled outside of school hours.

If your child has a hospital appointment or requires specialist medical care, please inform the school in advance. You
can do so by sending a photo of the appointment letter via MyEd or by submitting it in person to the School Office. A
copy of the letter will then be sent to your child's AC and AAC to authorise the absence.

Medication

As a parent or carer, it is your responsibility to provide the school with accurate and updated information regarding
your child's medical needs. You should also be involved in developing and reviewing your child's individual healthcare

plan.

If your child has any medical needs or needs to take medication during school hours, please visit the School Office to
complete a Parental Medical Consent Form and drop off any medication that needs to be kept in school.

If your child has asthma, we highly recommend that they always carry an inhaler with them. Please provide us with
an inhaler by dropping it off at the School Office in case of any emergencies, and completing the consent form.
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Year 9 Options Information

YEARS

Thursday 21 December
1:30pm-3:00pm

€, 0121 783 7807 @R www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk

In the new year, pupils in Year 9 will start to make choices about the courses they will study for their GCSEs.

As part of this process, we are inviting pupils alongside their parents/carers to come to school to find out more
about the choices available to them.

These are important choices for your child as they will study the subjects for two years and the decisions that they
make now can impact the options available to them once they leave Hodge Hill College.

Important Measles/MMR Update from Birmingham Public Health

Measles cases have been confirmed locally in Birmingham. Measles outbreaks can happen when not enough
children have been vaccinated.

Education settings are asked to pass the below information to parents and encourage them to check that their child
has been vaccinated. Parents can check the personal child health record (the Red Book) or if this doesn’t help, speak
to their GP surgery. Parents can contact their GP surgery to catch their child up, at any age, or indeed, for
themselves.

About measles

Measles is highly infectious (it can spread easily from person to person). While most people recover completely
within a couple of weeks, measles can cause serious illness and in rare cases it can be fatal. Vaccination with two
doses of MMR is the only way to give people maximum protection.

The first signs of measles are:

« high temperature

« runny or blocked nose

* sneezing

« cough

« red, sore, watery eyes

« rash usually appears a few days after cold-like symptoms (sometimes starts around the ears before spreading to
rest of the body)

Measles can cause complications, especially in certain at-risk groups that include babies and small children, pregnant
women and people with weak immunity.

Further important information
The MMR vaccine

If your child has not received two doses of MMR vaccination as part of their childhood immunisation programme,



you should take up the offer of the MMR vaccine for your child now. If you are not sure if your child needs an MMR
vaccine, you can contact your GP to check.

The MMR vaccination is the best way to protect against measles as it is:

- effective
« safe and
« free of charge

The vaccine provides effective protection against three diseases — measles, mumps and rubella. The first dose of
MMR is given soon after the first birthday. A second dose is normally given before school entry. However, you can
have the MMR vaccine at any age. If either you or your child are not fully protected against measles (two doses of
MMR), you can contact your GP surgery to arrange vaccination. It is never too late to get vaccinated. Two doses of
MMR are required to produce satisfactory protection against measles, mumps and rubella. If your family avoids
pork, a MMR vaccine is available that does not contain any pork products.

This is especially important when measles is circulating because any child or adult who has not had at least one dose
of MMR and comes into contact with a person with measles will have to be excluded from nursery, school or work
for 21 days and stay at home.

What to do if you think your child has measles

If your child develops symptoms, you should contact your GP. You must contact the surgery by telephone before
visiting and tell the reception staff that you think that your child may have measles and not attend the surgery
unless you are asked to. The doctor will make special arrangements to see your child so that, if they have measles,
they won’t pass it to others.

People with measles will remain infectious, and so be able to pass on the disease to others for 4 days after the start
of the rash. Therefore, it is important that anyone with measles stays away from nursery, school, group activities,
gatherings or anywhere with people outside of the household during that time.

Further information on the MMR vaccine can be found on the NHS website:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/mmr-vaccine/

Year 9 School Leaver Booster Vaccination

Pupils in Year 9 will receive their School Leaver Booster vaccine on 25 January 2024. The vaccinations will take place
on school premises, and pupils will be required to attend school as usual. They will be called out of lessons for the
vaccinations. Please note that only pupils with parental consent will be vaccinated.

If you need more information about the SLB vaccine, please visit https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/3-in-
1-teenage-booster/.

Should you have any questions or require further details, please contact the Vaccinations Team at 0121 466 3460.

Weekly Lunch Menu

The school lunch menus are available to view online and provide an overview of the menu items that will be served
each day: https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/lunch.

Zero Tolerance
Please note that Hodge Hill College operates a zero tolerance policy with regard to verbal and physical aggression.
If you become abusive towards a member of staff, we will need to:
« Close down any conversation and not speak with you any further
« Ask you to leave and come back another time
« If necessary, call the police for assistance
Please be respectful of our staff in the School Office team. They will do their best to help you but in a large school

with several buildings, over 150 members of staff, and approximately 1200 pupils, they may not always be able to
find out what you want to know or locate a member of staff immediately, so please be patient.
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12 DAYS OF

CHRISTMA;ES

Menu
6th - Shortbread Stars
7th - Seasoned Roast Potatoes with Gravy Dip
8th - Gingerbread Men
11th - Festive Tikka Bap
12th - Cinnamon Buns
13th - Chocolate Christmas Puddings (Crispy Cakes)

14th - Christmas Wrap

15th - Snack Pot Spicy Chicken Wrap

18th - Homemade Festive Samosas

19th - Festive Cookies




Hodge Hill College Food Bank

As the cost of living and food prices continue rising, we want to support our pupils' families. That's why we've set up
a food bank specifically for families of students who attend Hodge Hill College.

Our Year 9 pupil leaders have already begun collecting donated items for the food bank. We've also successfully
obtained funding from Birmingham City Council to supplement these donations. This will allow us to provide food

parcels similar to those offered by community food banks.

If you are interested in receiving a food parcel, please email householdsupport@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk and include:

« Your full name and contact phone number
« Your child(ren)'s full name(s) and date(s) of birth
« The number of adults and children in your household

Please note that we may not be able to fulfill all requests. If your request is approved, we will contact you to arrange
food parcel pickup details.

If you have any other questions, please email the address above. We will respond as soon as possible.

We hope this food bank eases financial stress and helps provide nutrition during this difficult economic climate.
Please don't hesitate to inquire if you could benefit from our support.

Our Community and the Cost of Living

Now more than ever, with the rising cost of living, many families are feeling the squeeze. As a school, we are actively
seeking to do whatever we reasonably can to support our students and their families with these rapidly growing
pressures.

We are continuing to open West Canteen to pupils every morning before school between 8:00am and 8:30am to
provide a free breakfast including toast and hot drinks. Please encourage your child to attend this, particularly if they
arrive early to school in the morning, as it is a supervised space with access to games and other activities.

If you are facing particular hardships, please feel free to get in touch with us here at Hodge Hill College at
householdsupport@hodgehill.bham.sch.uk. All requests will be treated with the utmost confidentiality and we will
look at what support we are able to practically provide. Previous support has included supermarket vouchers, new
uniform, school shoes and PE kit.

Further information about support being provided by Birmingham City Council for the cost of living crisis can be
found on https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/livingsupport and this may be of use to you in signposting where you can
get help, support, and advice if you are affected.

We have a second-hand store of pre-loved uniform items, all washed and ready if you need them. Please get in touch
with the school at the email address above if you would like to take advantage of this.

Uniform Donations

As the new school year begins, we kindly request your help in supporting other families in need. If your children have
outgrown their old school uniforms, please consider donating them to the School Office. We will collect all donated
uniforms and distribute them to students who would greatly benefit from them. Even a single donated item can
make a significant difference.

Please make sure to wash the uniforms before donating and ensure they are in good condition. You can send the
uniforms with your child or drop them off at the School Office yourself. We appreciate anything you can provide to
help clothe and equip students whose families are facing financial difficulties.

Together, we can ensure that all our students feel comfortable, confident, and ready to learn in the new school year.
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Year 11 After-school Tuition
As Year 11 pupils prepare for their important GCSE exams, we are pleased to offer after-school tuition sessions on
Thursday afternoons from 2:40pm-3:30pm. Our teachers have designed these bespoke sessions to equip pupils with

the skills and knowledge needed for exam success.

Regular participation in these sessions will give pupils that extra push when it matters most. We would like to see
every pupil reach their full academic potential and achieve the strongest exam results possible.

Attendance at Thursday's after-school tuition is compulsory for all Year 11s. Please support your child by ensuring
they attend each week.

This term’s tuition timetable is available at https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/tuition.

Extra-curricular Activities & Clubs

At Hodge Hill College, our enrichment and extra-curricular provision provides our pupils with a breadth and balance
of activities designed to broad their horizons, allowing them to develop their own interests and talents. The
programme is an extension of the school’s curriculum and builds on our CARE brand whilst instilling British Values.
We offer quality provision which provides our pupils with a number of opportunities to develop their resilience,
character and performance. Our sports provision has continued to improve to develop pupils physically and
mentally.

Please note, that all pupils must sign in at reception upon arrival for before-school sessions each morning.

For more information and the activities timetable, please visit: https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/extracurricular.

B.Y.O.B - Bring Your Own Bottle

As part of our sustainability efforts to reduce waste, single-use plastic cups are no longer be provided at school.
Instead, all pupils are now required to bring their own reusable water bottles.

Having a reusable bottle is important for both health and environmental reasons. Staying hydrated helps pupils
concentrate better, and bottles can be easily refilled at our water stations during breaks, and by using reusable
options instead, we can significantly lower our plastic consumption.

To make the transition easier, we are making reusable water bottles with straws available for purchase via ParentPay
for £3.50 each, while supplies last. Your child is welcome to bring any reusable bottle they may already have at home
too, such as aluminium, stainless steel, or BPA-free plastic, as long as it has a sealable lid.

Please make sure all bottles are clearly labelled with your child’s name.
Detentions

Hodge Hill College operates a detention system. If your child is late, misbehaves or doesn’t hand in their homework
on time, they will be given detention at lunchtime or up to 30 minutes at the end of the day. You will usually get a
text or an in-app message on MyEd to inform you. Please ensure your contact details are up to date. For more
serious matters, staff can issue an hour’s detentions after school without giving parents/carers notice.

What the Law Allows

« Teachers have the power to issue detention to students (aged under 18)
« Schools must make clear to students and parents/carers that they use detention (including detention outside of
school hours) as a sanction
« The times outside normal school hours when detention can be given (the ‘permitted day of detention’) include:
o any school day where the student does not have permission to be absent
o weekends - except the weekend preceding or following the half-term break
o non-teaching days — usually referred to as ‘training days’, ‘INSET days’ or ‘non-contact days'
« Parental consent is not required for detentions
« As with any disciplinary penalty, a member of staff must act reasonably given all the circumstances

The Government's summary on behaviour and discipline in schools can be read online at: https://bit.ly/39yoRFb.
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ParentPay
Cashless Payments

We operate a biometric cashless catering system in school. In addition to school meals, we do not accept cash
payments for trips or uniform (ties, badges and hijabs).

Activation

If you are yet to activate your ParentPay account, please do so as soon as possible. If you would like another copy of
the activation letter with your username and password, please call us on 0121 783 7807 or send a message via
MyEd.

Outstanding Balances

If you have an outstanding balance on ParentPay for your child, we would appreciate if you could arrange for it to be
paid immediately by logging into your account.

If you would like assistance with activating your account or adding credit, please visit the School Office between the
following times (term-time only) along with your debit card:

« Tuesday to Thursday: 3:00pm-4:00pm

Free School Meals
Who is eligible for Free School Meals?
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:

» Income Support

« income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance

« income-related Employment and Support Allowance

« support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

« the guaranteed element of Pension Credit

« Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of no
more than £16,190)

» Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit

« Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a year
(after tax and not including any benefits you get)

Apply for Free School Meals
We encourage you to apply for Free School Meals through the online service found on our website:

www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/freeschoolmeals. You can also telephone (0121 783 7807) or come into school and
complete a Free School Meals application online with a member of staff if you prefer.

Please make sure you have the National Insurance Number with you for the named person who receives either
working tax credit/child tax credit and we will be happy to help.

Uniform & Standards

As part of the school’s continued drive to improve standards, we would like all pupils to consistently adhere to the
expectations on appearance, conduct and equipment. We are a professional environment and as such, we need all
pupils to look smart, professionally conduct themselves and come equipped for their learning.

If a pupil does not meet the standards consistently, they will sit a 30-minute detention. We must have your support
to raise our standards collectively. Please can we remind you that pupils are not permitted to wear nose studs and

patterns and lines are not to be shaved into hairstyles or eyebrows.

If there are any problems in acquiring uniform, please contact the school and we will endeavour to work with you to
address these issues. Such cases will be treated with due sensitivity and confidence.

Our full school uniform and PE kit list can be found at https://www.hodgehill.bham.sch.uk/uniform.
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